UNCLASSMED 

RELEASBDW PART „ . , ^ 

B6. B5, Bl, 1.4(D). B2 ^^^^^P^^^-'- ^^^^'^ 



II 



July 7. 2003 



MDIOKANDOH 

S/C5 



SECRET/ 
OECi.; 1.6X1 



UNI 1 tn SI \ 1 i:S DCPARTMEM Ol S l Ait 
REVIEW Al I liORITY: ARCHIE M BOLSmi 
DATE/CAS£10:20OCT2006 200601796 



TO: Tlw Stferfttary 

SUBJECT: Hig«r/Zra« Ui^ttSti* S|wy and Jde Milsdn {Sfrmt 

(S^/NTl This neso susnarizes ii^C we have been able co 
discover abouc the role chat AsdMssador Joe Hilson played in cliit 

Higer/Traq uranium story, especially trie allegations Chat INP 
played a rale in his early ;^002 crip to Niger and the lnoii> 
dissCMinaciOD of reporting on what he Inamad* Hhat follows is 
based on our paper ard electronic files; we are confident that 
these records and the zecolleccions oC persons involved at the 
Hrgin are basically accurate but. one IHR staff aewb ar »a» iww 
liicr.t involved is not here fhe has been rea?:sic:ned to' 
to guide us through the files and 



lils. What is clear, 
howevar. is that US <%aw not ihifa— adoT WtXson's point oC 

contact in either the Department or the Intelligence Community. 
INR did not meet with Wilson after his trip and did not receive 
any information on his trip and what h« laarnad except what 
appears to be his reporting cable (his name is not mentioned) 
disseminated throughout the intelligence and policy communities 

W 'Ca^- ^ repo'rciQo -m fxm hi* fcxicr waSm so mtat^m w£ 
documents, frau^lent or ^:l>Btwis«. 



t 



^'February is. ivvi. ue&ting conveaea vaiei:i6 wizsen, a cia 
mm SMnoger.and wife «f JHi wUifceo, he previewed his plans 
ania .nttejkjMil* tot tf&in g to MisgHrf I 

Ina 



Both the 

DC tikis Meeting prepared by INR'a Hast AtrlOa 'juialyst (now 
—laad otiMr aet^rial indicate chM CIA belie«iad 
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Che Ambassador and the Embassy were unlikely to ferret out the 
truth fr<Hn their Nigerien concacts. INR strongly denurred from 

this view at the February 19 mcetinri. We have no recnrd of any 
other INR wriccen or personal concacc with Wilson regarding 

,($/VWF/ /. | I The iji^etus for the Ambassador's demarches Bl 

iff tlHis imm ^ ixtiS 3), and' elitt imnHtigative crip by Sism 

Wilson [Tab 4 ''tlw' CIA account of his trip findings) uas a 
"report of queB'tionable credibility from a foreign service." 
This was INR's conclusion in an assessment of March 1. 2002, 
entitled "ni&m-i'. Sale of Uggaium €.o Iraq i» PniPteAy' [Tab 5). 



I S-' ORCON, NF) The Niger allegations were 

included but did not figure prominently in the 90-page October 
2002 HIE on "Iraq's Continuing Programs for Weapons of Mass 
Destruction ' The major point t^f rcntention in ditf.erir-n 
judgments about the likelihood oi Iraqi nuclear weapons prograai 
rcconstitutibn ef-Corts centM»d on the CIA's assessment that 
Iraq was bent on acquiring aluminum tubes Co produce parts for a 
gas centrifuge uranium enrichment plant. In a lengthy dissent 
entitled "INR's Alternative View: Iraq's Atten^ts bo Acqui:ce 
Aluminum Tubes,' INR noted "... the claims oE Iraqi pursuit of 
natural uranium in Africa are, in INR's assessment, highly 
dubious." Hie main text of the NIE related a foreign 
iittelllqcnco service report "that as of early 2001, Niger 
planned to send several cons of "pure uranium* (probably 
y«llowcalse) to Iraq." The-IKfS l«ter noted laconically that "We 

cannot confirm whether Iraq succeeded in acquiring uranium ore 
and/or yellowrake' from Niger and other alleged African sources. 

(S//KF) In October 2002, an Italian journalist paSSttd 
purported copies of a Niger-Iraq agreement of July 2000 for the 
purchase of uranism to Emba ssy Rome, 'ftle sc documents, which 
were sent to Washlngtnn via ' iDepartment channels, 

were not adequately analyzed until much'later and were judged to 
be fraudulent. However, they appear to have added new life to 
the Niger/Iraq uranium story. These documents appear to be 
related to, if not the actual basis of, the February 2002 
foreign liaison service r^urt that spiQrlced original concerns 
about a »iger/Xrag deal. 
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I In mid-December 2002, the 

Deparcmenc (HP) released a fact sheet chac -poinLed "to ettocts 
to preetMre mmifym o0« £ntt la^ar* * the alleged 

objections of WINPAC. The HINPAC ctetioo *•« X«!portedly "not 
obtained in time to correct the listing on th* State Department 
web site.' but ^ms acted <m in time, however, to rewive it froai 
Ambassador H«groponre's statement. On January 12. 20C3. INR 
"expressed concerns to the CIA chat the docunents pertaining to 
the Iraq-Niger deal were forgeries." The conclusion may, 
however, have been reached and communicated for the first tine 
somewhat earlier; the record is not clear on this point. After 
considerable back ohd foifth mtmm tfw ctA, tlit m^paxtamnt^ the 
IAEA, and the British, Secretary Pc-'ell's br ief Soil ^ the ON 
Security Council did not mention atten^ted Iraqi procurenent of 
uraniun "due to CIA concerns raised during the coordination 
regarding the veracity of the information on the alleged Iraq- 
Niger agreement.' (Citations here from Tab 6, an April 7, 2003, 
CIA retrospective on 'Purported Iraqi Attempt to Gee Uraniun 
firaMHiger-). 

(C//NF} Our records contain an extenslw psper cind 
electronic trait eih the Niger/Iraq allegations, iocludins other 

retrospective acco'jnts differing someirfiat fron the CIA 
retrospective mentioned above. There is no indication, however, 
that anyone in Xm net with Aaftiassador Wilson except at the 

February 19. 2002 meeting hosted by CIA. cr discussed his trip 
and what he learned with ai^ne in the Department or at CIA. 

Tab 1: Notes - Niger/Iraq uraniun Meeting CIA, 2/19/02 
Tab 2: cable Sittiassy Niamey "Xigert ^lUng Anotbaff 

Hard Look at GOH Uraniiun Sales' -. 

Tab 3 : Cable from Cnbas^ Niamey : "Hi^er; President Tandja 

Talis QCZNC Higer^a ^wiiun is Sacarar p 

Tab 4: CIA Account of Ambassador Wiison's Trip Kintaings: 
• "WP/Hoclear Haapoi^: Nigerian Denial of Uraniun Yellowcake Sales 
CO Rogue States" 

Tab 5 : INR AssassMeBt; ^ger — Sale ot Oraniua to Iraq is 
Uttlikely- 

Ttib -^i cm tmeagfittetSiV^ aa -Pazpartad Xsaqi. Attam^ to Gee 
uraniun -CrGii BiviHr* . 
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